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Welcome Home Bill ExpandsVeterans Benefits
3 Thisyear’sVet-
W erans Day ceremony
at the State House
paid specid tributeto
veterans, as Gover-
nor Mitt Romney
dgnedintolaw House
Bill 4469, commonly
referred to as “The
Welcome Home
Bill.” This law ex-
pandsbenefitstovet-
erans, membersof the Massachusetts Nationa Guard, and
their families. Thebill providesover 13 new and expanded
benefits, suchas.
 a$1,000 bonus for those who have served in
Iraq and Afghanistan and a$500 bonusfor those
who have servedin areas other than Iraq and Af-
ghanistansince9/11
« anincreasefrom $1,500 to $2,000 in theannuity
paymentsto blind, paraplegic, and disabled veter-
ans, and Gold Star parents and spouses
* anincreaseinthe death benefit for thefamiliesof
deceased M assachusetts Nationa Guard members
from $5,000 to $100,000
* education and feewaiversfor all membersof the
Massachusetts Nationa Guard at all stateand com-
munity collegesand universities(effective July 2006)
e anincreaseindaily pay for MassachusettsNa-
tiona Guard membersfrom $75to $100
Chairmen of the newly-established Joint Committee
on Veterans and Federal Affairs, Senator Stephen M.
Brewer and RepresentativeAnthony J. Verga, are pleased
with the quick passage of thisfirst piece of legislationto
comeout of the Committee. Chairman Vergasaid, “With
thishill, we have cemented our pledgeto those who pro-
tect us, the men and women of the armed forces, for they
deservenothingless.”

Rep. Anthony Verga, Lt. Gov. Kerry
Healey, Sen. Stephen Brewer, and Sec.
Thomas Kelley watch Gov. Mitt
Romney sign the Welcome Home Bill
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A Messagefrom Heidi

Lights, camera, action!
The Women Veterans' Net-
= work Committee has em-
== barked upon a six-month

! statewidetour of local cable
~ access TV shows to talk
about women veterans' is-
sues. Committee members
will bevigiting community ac-
cessstationsacrossthe state
totalk about state and federal veterans' benefits, aswell
aswomen-specific programsand resources.

Veterans agentsacrossthe statehost or regularly ap-
pear onlocal TV programsto speak about veterans' is-
sues. The Committee hasworked with theseagentsto make
connectionswithloca TV programsfor airtime. Withthe
help of the Middleborough veterans’ agent, Paul
Provencher, | was able to appear on the Veterans' Day
edition of the Cranberry Country Journa with DianeHar-
ness-DiGloria(Women Veterans Program Manager at the
Brockton VA). The Watertown agent, Bob Erickson,
hosted Pat Robinson (WWomen Veterans' Program Man-
ager at the Boston VA) and Bonnie Roessner (sexual
trauma counselor at the Brockton and Boston Vet Cen-
ters) on alate December edition of hisshow. Committee
members Lauren Dever (of the Boston VA's Homeless
Womens Outreach and Case M anagement Program) and
Ethel LaSdlle (vice president of the Governor’sAdvisory
Committeeon\Women Veterans) wereinterviewed in Janu-
ary on Boston cable TV. Other Committee membershave
forthcoming interviews that will air on New Bedford,
Northampton, and Canton local accessTV.

TheCommittee'sgod istoraiseawarenessof women
veterans issuesthrough these statewideinterviews. So,
tuneintoyour local cable station and keep an eyeout for

membersof theWomen Veterans Network Committee.
Heidi Kruckenberg—Women's Coordinator

Heidi Kruckenberg, and host
Paul Lazarovich on the
Cranberry Country Journal

Commonwealth of M assachusetts, Department of Veterans Services



A MoreComfortableMammogram

Medical expertsrecom-
- mend that women age 40 and
- older receive screening
' mammograms and a breast
exam by their doctor at least
every one to two years. Yet
many women do not get regu-
lar mammogrames, in part be-
cause of concerns about dis-
comfort. To addressthat con-
cern, VA Boston Heal thcare System hasbegun using the
MammoPead to reducethe discomfort associated with this
procedure. The MammoPad isabreast cushion made of
specia foam that isapplied to the surface of the mam-
mography machine. It providesasofter, warmer, more
comfortable mammogram. The padisradiolucent or “in-
visible’ to X-ray and doesnot impair the ability to inter-
pret the X-ray films. MammoPad received FDA clear-
ancein 2001.

Inaddition to mammograms, VA Boston Hedlthcare
System provides primary and speciaty medica and men-
ta hedthcaretowomenveteransand digiblespouseswithin
privateand safe settings. If youwould liketo learn more
about the more comfortable mammogram, obtaininfor-
mation about women'shedlth services, or enroll at theVA,
please contact Pat Robinson, LICSW at 857-364-4120

or DianeHarness-DiGloria, NP at 774-826-1435.
By Pat Robinson, Women Veterans' Program Manager at the
VA Boston Healthcare System

The MammoPad reduces
mammogram discomfort

Speakers Bureau Needs Volunteer Speakers

The Women Veterans Network is looking for
women veteransto be guest speakersintheir ownneigh-
boring communities, particularly inwestern M assachusetts.
Wereceive callsfrom citiesand towns, schools, organi-
zations, and private groupslooking for women veterans
to speak at different veterans' events.

Volunteering with the Speakers Bureauisfun, easy,
and awaysat your convenience! Wewill contact youwith
information about the organi zation making the request.
Once we have your permission, wewould then ask the
organizationto cal youwith moredetails.

INTERESTED? Please contact the Women Veter-
ans Network to enroll. Call 617-210-5781 or email

dvswomen@vet.state.ma.us.
By Kamika Hind, Women Veterans' Network Assistant

WAC Veter ans Association Performs Service

Bay State Chapter 14 of theWomen'sArmy Corps
(WAC) Veterans Association performscommunity ser-
vicefor women veterans acrossthe state. Chapter 14 is
the Massachusetts chapter of the national veterans' ser-
vice organi zation whose membership isopen towomen
who served or are currently servinginthe Women'sArmy
Auxiliary Corps, Women'sArmy Corps, Army, Army Re-
serve, or theArmy Nationa Guard.

Chapter 14 members participatein arange of com-
munity, local, nationa, and internationa serviceprojects,
including VA hospital volunteer work and providing care
packagesto women serving active duty overseas. Chap-
ter 14 also publishes The Bean Pot, anews etter which
keepsmembersawareof local Chapter business, projects,
and pertinent veterans' information. The national WAC
Veterans A ssociation providesfinancia support to schol-
arshipsfor deserving women students, the U.S. Army
Women's Museum Foundation Fund, and the Hospital -
ized Veterans Writing Project.

If you areinterested inlearning more about the WA C
Veterans Association’s55-year tradition of community
sarvice, please contact Chapter 14 Vice President, Eileen
Merullo at 781-289-0633.

Did you know thereareover 28,200 women veterans
livingin M assachusetts?

Women Who Fly Exhibit

AstheAfrican prov-
erbnotes, “Until lionshave
their historians, thetale of
thehunt will waysglorify

- ;-?

historians for women so
that their roleinhistory is
duly noted. Withthehelp
of individualsand organi-
zations, the Women at Work Museum preserves stories
about the contributions of women throughout history and
aroundtheworld.

At themuseum, theexhibit “WomenWho Fly” pre-
sentsindividua swho have surpassed expectations. Come
to themuseum, located inAttleboro, andtell usyour story
or the story of someoneyou think should befeaturedin
thisexhibit. For moreinformation, contact KatherineHoney
at 508-222-4430 or khoney @comcast.net.

By Katherine Honey, Women at Work Museum

Kathleen Melihan flyingan
Army helicopter

Women Veterans Networ k, 600 Washington Street, Suite 1100, Boston, MA 02111




News & Updates

Phenomenal Women

OnNovember 10, the Stlate House Nurse' sHall was
filled with military uniformsasthe M assachusetts Com-
mission onthe Statusof Women (MCSW) and the Women
Veterans’ Network (WVN) cametogether to celebrate
and honor M assachusetts women veterans at the first
“WomenAreVeteransToo!” award ceremony. An audi-
ence of more than 100 welcomed speakers CDR Joan
O Connor Kelley, retired Navy veteran; Lillian J. Eaton,
President of the Governor’s Advisory Committee on
Women Veterans; and keynote speaker CAPT Margaret
Oglesby, of Southbridge Unit 747 of the Massachusetts
Army National Guard, who spoke about her ninemonths
of serviceinAfghanistan.

“Outstanding Woman Veteran” awardswere pre-
sented to Alice Morrison of Needham, a former
Women’sArmy CorpsNursein WWI1, and KayeYoon
of Brockton, aformer Army Combat Medicin Vietnam.
Senator Scott P. Brown of Wrentham and HouseAssis-
tant Mgjority Leader LidaE. Harkins of Needham pre-
sented citationsto Alice Morrison. Representative Chris-
tine E. Canavan of Brockton presented acitationto Kaye
Yoon, making note of Yoon'stwo young granddaughters
asbeing representative of hopefor thefuture generation
of honorablewomen.

“It'sespecialy nicetoreceivean award for being a
woman veteran. Whenever | hear those words[woman
veteran| | fedl likel canwalk alittletaller, hold my head
upalittlehigher,” said Honoree Morrison as she accepted
her award.

LindaBrantley, Executive Director of theMSCW
and Heidi Kruckenberg, Coordinator of theWVN, said
of theevent: “We are pleased to have hosted astatewide
celebration of women’smilitary service. It makes sense
for the MCSW and WV N—two state agenciesthat ad-
vocatefor the betterment of thelivesof womeninthe Com-
monwealth—to work together to honor women who
served inthemilitary. Women's participationinthemili-
tary, which preceded suffrage, has been apioneering ef-
fort that opened the doorsfor women’sparticipationin
other arenas of society. TheMCSW and the WV N com-
mend the M assachusetts|egislaturefor recognizing the
unigue needs of women in the Commonwealthand alo-
cating fundsfor boththe WVN and MCSW. Not al states

take such good care of their women citizens.”
By Paula Daddona, Massachusetts Commission on the Satus
of Women

Telephone: (617) 210-5781

Updatefrom the Gover nor’sAdvisory Committee
on Women Veterans

A0 AP After
two years of
bumps and

= disappoint-

" ments, the

j Governor’s

a8 “ e Advisory
Committ membersat Hanom AFB: (I-r Committee
back row) JuneNewman, JoyceHumphrey, ~ ON Women
Pat Robinson, Stephanie Landry, Regina Veterans is

Jackson (I-r front row) Eileen Merullo, Edythe pleasedto be
Sheridan, Ethel LaSalle, Lillian J. Eaton back on the
fast track for promoting theinterests of women veterans.
Appointmentswere madethissummer tofill al the Com-
mittee seats (seelist of membersbelow). The Committee
hasa so set up aregular meeting scheduleand € ected Com-
mitteeofficers.

Inadditiontoal this, the 18" Annual Women Veter-
ans' Luncheon was held on Sunday, October 16, at
Hanscom Air Force Base. Approximately 100 women
veteransenjoyed adeliciousmeal, ahedthfair, ajewelry
sale, and araffle. Kolleen M. Dickinson, Command Ser-
geant Mgjor of theArmy Nationa Guard's 726" Mainte-
nance Battalion, wasthefeatured speaker and she spoke
about her tour of duty inIrag. Although thiswasthefirst
successful luncheonthe Committeehasheld after twoyears
of havingto cancel duetolow registration, it wasahuge
success. The accomplishmentsof the past six monthsare
dueto the hard work and dedi cation of al thewomenwho
serveonthe Committee,

Committeemembers

LillianJ. Eaton, President

Ethel LaSdlle, Vice President

PatriciaRobinson, Secretary

ReginaJackson, Treasurer

JoyceHumphrey, Chaplain

Edythe Sheridan, Sergeant-at-Arms

Shirley Jackson

StephanieLandry

EileenMerullo

JuneNewman

SandraWhitley

By Lillian J. Eaton, Governor’s Advisory Committee on
Women Veterans

FAX: (617) 210-5755




Department of Veterans' Services
Attn: Women Veterans' Network
600 Washington Street, Suite 1100
Boston, MA 02111

Bulk Rate

PRESORTED STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
BOSTON MA
PERMIT NO. 56299

If you don’t wish tobeon our mailinglist or if your addressisincorrect, please send your request
for removal or addresschangeinwritingtotheaddressin theupper-left corner of thispage.

VOICE Program HelpsLaunch “ Hire-a-Veteran”
Month in Mas&achusetts

_ On November 3,
~ Governor Mitt Romney
(5" declared November
2005 as “Hire-a-Vet-
& eran” monthin Massa-
chusetts. Governor

: Romney noted that
Gov. Romney proclaims November  many veteranshaveem-
2005 “Hire-a-Veteran” Month ployment and training
needsand recognized SaintsMemorid Medica Centerin
Lowell and Acting President Judith Casagrandefor their
exemplary efforts in employing veterans. Thomas G
Kelley, Secretary of the Department of Veterans Services
(DVS), and Jane C. Edmonds, Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Workforce Devel opment (DWD) stated their re-
spectiveagencies commitment to help the M assachusetts
veteran popul ation gain meaningful training and employ-
ment. Brigadier General Michael D. Akey, MAARNG,
expressed heartfelt thanks on behalf of military veterans
for these efforts. Representative Anthony J. Vergaand
Senator Stephen M. Brewer, co-chairmen of the M assa-
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chusetts Joint Committee on Veteransand Federal Affairs,
also attended.

TheVeterans Outreach Initiativefor Competitive
Employment (VOICE) program at DV'S, in partnership
with the Department of Workforce Development/Division
of Career Services, and the U.S. Department of Labor
sponsored the M assachusetts “ Hire-a-Veteran” campaign
aspart of anationwide effort to provide servicemembers
leaving themilitary with employment and training oppor-
tunities. Themonth-long event festured workshopsfor both
job-seeking veterans and employers at M assachusetts
One-Stop Career Centers. “Hire-a-Veteran” month was
oneof the goals of the VOI CE program, which seeksto
enhance coordination across provider agenciesto ensure
that veteransreceive accessto employment and training
resourcesfrom governmental, community, and faith-based
providers. To date, VOICE hasdistributed information to
20,000 veterans as part of the DV S “Welcome Home”
initiative. DV S and partners have contacted more than
160,000 Massachusetts employersinviting them to be-
come*“veteran-friendly.” For moreinformation, veterans,
employers, and service providersmay contact VOICE at

617-210-5970 or veteransvoi ce@vet. state.ma.us.
By Erinn Crete, VOI CE

www.state. ma.us/iveterans

EMAIL: dvswomen@vet.state ma.us



